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TO THE 


KINGS MOST EXCELLENT MATESTY 
AND TO THE 


HIGH and HONOURABLE COURT 
OF 


PARLIAMENT 


An Anſwer humbly tendered by the T. anners, to the Shoo-makers Reaſons against 
| © Exportation off Leather. 


Reaſon 1. 


H AT Raw Fas, Tanned Leather, and Bark. did b ber Pri . - 

ark_aid bear an higher Price before 0 *ceprs - 

Plane, Dutch War, and Fire. -” {4 fore the AGt for Tranſportation, and /ince, excepting the time of the 
F re” OY true that it did bear an high Price, but it was before the ſtrict Prohibition obtained by the Shoc-makers in the 14th year of 
- ang, but after the ſtrict Prohibition i; fell one third or more before the Plague, Dutch War, or Fire, and almoſt one half before an 

was made to Export £'; after the making of which A it roſe again conſiderably, alſo Raw Hides and Bark. Therefore th 
pers mo — »cſſion of Parliament ſave one) paſſed a Bill in that Houſe to continue the ſaid AQ, which by reaſon of the Proven = 

not made an Act; ſo the Act expired; whereby Leather, Hides, and Bat : , rb 
| ; C ) cncr, Hides, and Bark fell again very low, Therefore the ſaid H ble Houſe th 

dered a Bill to be brought in to revive the ſaid AR, a er | Sonjg, | onourante Froule tne halt Sera nes 

ac , anJ afcer full hearing of all Parties concerned, the Committee axrecd 

; SS | | *, ) greed to make thcir Report to revive 

ys Dot ahh _ _ Prorozation could proceed np further, And the faid Honourable Houſe having heard the Shoo-makers, and all i concerned ane 

MTS Ps c = __ tac Bill depending before your Honours for reviving the ſaid Act hs 

caſon 2, That our Leather being mucy better than Iriſh Leather. and : "i 

. fo reg cn better than It , ard permitted to be tranſported, Ireland cannot vend theirs into foreion parts, but i t bi 

at low Rates, and thereby bring our Hiacs and Tauned Leathcr to a lower Price than in time of Probobieiog: SSOLY Pts. 2X Ops 

Sogn we It mo ments - Cy by good experience; for by Tranſportation of our Leather our Hides roſe a Noble or more in a Hide, and Bark one 

= ” m_ u _ - 9 ri: it Was cearcr 1 /reland than here, ſo they gained and we loſt; neither was there much Leather then brought from 

cops > Peay rng = = from thence hither, for which we returned many Commodities to our great benefit; and thoſe Hides being Tann'd 
er , : 

Cf FOLD , eby we were morc employed, and our Bark advanced : But now many thouſands of Hides lye on Tanners hands for want 

Reaſon 3. That all Leather of our Enzliſh growth, and all Bu . | 
- ; thit came from other places, hath been converted i 4 . 
the Ait for Tranſportation, and alſo Fans, 2 f Ppraces, ted into Wares, and fo vended for an bunarcd years before 
Anſwer. That this 1s not ſo; for befides ſeveral Acts heretofore mide to Tranſport Leather into forcign parts, our Leather was freely-Exported intc Scotland 
dl 


port Leather, and the liſes belonging to this Kingdom, until the ſtrict Prohibition, beſides what iwas ſent away by feal:! 
| ji | in, and that by ſome Shoo-mzkers that n 
22. of Edward the Bill, a8chemſelves have.ſince acknowledged : and abundance of ſuch Leather which was ] —— was Exported ps. unwrought. MT re 


of "Richard the 
ſecond, the 
Tith of the 


Aarkets and there lawfully ſearched and ſealed. | F aa 
Anſwer. That the Act to be revived, nor the Bill depending, gives any ſuch libert#, but the Laws againft bad Tanning of Leather, and likewiſe againſt ſell- 


ſame King, the ing or buying it in any place before it be lawfully ſearched and ſealed in open Matkets, is and {till wi!l be in as much force as ever; and Shoo makers and 


my other Artificers that work in Leather are by Law appointed in all places of the Kingdom, to ſearch and ſeal Leather, and have power to put the Laws in execu- 
ec 5, 

of Elizabeth, 
the Sth of 
Elizabeth, 


tion againſt ſuch Offenders. , : | 
Reaſon 5. That other Parts when they get our Leather do pronivit the importation of our Leather Afanufattury, and that in time of Exportation of Leather 


we loſt the Exportation of two parts in three of our Sheos and other. Manufattury, and that more than an 1020CO Families will be diſemployed, and ſo forced to 


follow the Leather, whereby muck more will be lot in the Fixſo of the beaſt, than will be gained in the Hide by Exportation of Leather. 

Anſwer. That heretefore when this was alledgea beture the Committee of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, they ordered Ceriihicates tobe tan out of the 
Cuſtome-houſe Books of London duly atteſted aad by tem approved; whereby they were fully ſatisfied, that moſt if not al] the Leather that was Exported, 
was to ſuch places where little if any made Wares vie over irnt; and that in the year 1670. about the middle of the Act, when Leather was Exnorted, there 
was as much Manufactury of Leather Exportcd from London as in the year 1664. before Leather was Exported, ſave only 3579 bagie pounis weight, which 
being Shoos, four Men with their own hands 111 make in one year; and by Certificate from the ſame Books taken this Sitting 05 Parhament 167 the year 1675, 
ſince the Act expired it was made app-ar to tne Committee there was Exported but 171og pourds of Leather Manufaciury, more, thzn in 1670, when 
Leather was Exported, which fifteen Men with their own hands can make in one year; fo that it is altogether impoſſible there ſhould be any ſuch cdif-imploy as 1s 
pretended :; Morcover it did alſo appear by thoſe Ceriineates, that 1nthe year 1670. 'there was Exported from Londen 8971209 pounds weight of Leather, be- 
fides all Manufactury Leather : all which great quantity of Leather, and all that was Exported from London and all other Ports of this Kingdom during the ſeven 
years of the Act muſt undoubtedly otherwiſe have lain on our hands, and brought Leather to, and kept it at an exceſs low value ; and conſequently Raw Hides 
and Bark as in time of the tri Prohibition, to the unſpeakable iofſs of the Kingdom. 

Reaſon 6. That the chief Perſons that endeavour reviving the Att for Exporting of Leather are but ſome few Merchants and Tranſporters, Leather-ſellers and Lea- 
ther-cutters, for their own gain, againſt the Luws of the Kingdom heretofore made. | | 

Anſwer. That Exporting of Leachcr is chicfly advantagious to the Ringdom, and not only to a few that Tranſport . Andit hath been made evidently to appear 
before the Ho2ourable Committce of the Commons, that there is a greater neceſſity now, than ever, of ſelling Leather by: retale after it is lawſully Searched and 
Scaled, for the daily ſupply of all ſorts of poor Artificers, whoſe Numbers are far mote than in former times, with ſuch quantities and kines as they need and can- 
not live without ; that ſothe rich may not force the Trade from the poor, and make.them their Servants upon any terms; whereas, if the rich Shoo-makers and 
others ſhould prevail toſtop the Bill, and ſo have Leather for lictle, and the Pooy Cork for little ; and by havitg all the Trade in their own hands, ſell their 
Ware at their own Price, this would undoubtedly be to the unſpeakable loſs of tffRingdom, and ruine of many Families therein. | 

Reaſon 7. That ſince Exportation of Leather ceaſed, ſeveral Parcels of Boots and Shoos have been Exported to Foreign Parts. < 

Anſwer, That,what ever is pretended, it appears there is Exported trom London but fitieen Mens work in one year ſince the, ACt expired, more than when 


Leather was Exported. : | ; 
Reaſon 8. Thar the Nation loſes 2001. at leaſt in every 1001, worth of Leather Fxporicd Unmanufattured, and that Cuſtome for Ware is more than Custome for 


Leather, 

Anſwer. That this appeared otherwiſe before the Committee of the Commons, and if it were true, the profit muſt be exceſſive great to the Shoo-makers, whoſe 
charge is not above one third more than the Leather: And as for the Cuſtome of Leather, the Houſe of Commons, no doubt, would have made it greater, were 
nf hes cncourage the vending our own growth at conſiderable value, that would otherwiſe lie a drug on our hands; and therefore encouraged Exportation 
of Corn, | 

Reaſon ult, That for the ſeven ears of the At Raw Hides and Bark have not ſold dearer and ſo Rents have not riſen, that the beſt Leather was ſent away and the 
worſt uſed here, ana we forced to buy Leather from Ireland for our uſe. | : 

Anſwer, That it hath been made appear by the Teſtimony of many able Perſons of divers Callings, concern'd in Leather, Hides and Bark, that by Exportation 
of Leather it roſe a Noble in a Hide, and Bark one third or more: and that after the Act expired it fell again; and that when Leather was Exported, the worſt 
was moſtly Exported, and the beſt was alway to be had as cheap 2s the worſt, conſidering the goodneſs , neither was there any want of Leather to force them to 
buy 1r:ſh Leather, but if they Eid it was for their own gain; and if Exportation of Leather did not raiſe Leather, Hides, nor Bark, what needed they to buy 1riſ 
Leather : ſo that it clearly appears the Shoo-makers do themſelves and alſo ſtir up and ſend their Servants to oppoſe the Bill, only to have Leather at their own 
Price for their'own private gain, ſelling their Shoos for little or a othing leſs, though they have Leather never ſo cheap, 


